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Dear Fathers, Religious, and Faithful,
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
God, in His goodness, has bestowed countless gifts upon us so that our lives may flourish. Foremost among these gifts is creation itself. As the Book of Genesis says:
"The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it." (Genesis 2:15)
Today, however, forests are being destroyed, mountains are being quarried, mineral resources are being exploited, the use of plastic and other harmful materials continues to increase, and a culture of excessive consumerism is spreading. Because of human greed, irresponsibility, and indifference, nature is facing an unprecedented ecological crisis.
In response to this situation, and inspired by God's command that we must "cultivate and protect the earth," our Kuzhithurai Diocese has established a Centre for Ecological Ministry. Through this new initiative, the diocese intends to promote ecological awareness, provide guidance, and encourage concrete environmental action in the coming years.
I am pleased that this initiative begins during the Jubilee Year of St. Francis of Assisi, whose life remains an inspiration for the care of creation.
Every year on June 5, following the initiative of the United Nations, the world observes World Environment Day. In our diocese, we shall celebrate this observance on Sunday, June 7, which this year is also the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi).
I warmly invite all our parishes to celebrate World Environment Day on that Sunday. Liturgical guidelines and my pastoral message for the occasion will be sent separately to every parish.
Let us protect nature so that we may all enjoy a healthy and blessed life.
May God's blessings remain with you always.
Yours affectionately in Christ,
+ Most Rev. Albert Anastas
Bishop of Kuzhithurai
Note: This circular is to be read in all parishes and mission stations of the Diocese of Kuzhithurai during the Sunday Masses on May 31, 2026.

