
New AICU president offers laity's service to bishops in address to CBCI

The newly elected National President of the All India Catholic Union, A Chinnappan, has placed the country's oldest lay Catholic federation at the service of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India, urging  the bishops to treat the 107 year old AICU as a committed lay partner rather than a body working in parallel to the Church.
 
Addressing the CBCI in Bengaluru today, he said the AICU would look to the conference for guidance.

Chinnappan, elected at the AICU's Annual General Meeting in New Delhi in August, greeted Cardinal Anthony Poola, President of the CBCI, and the conference's office-bearers, noting that the national platform was through which the Church addressed matters of common concern. It serves, he noted, the three ecclesial liturgical and historical Rites and the fourteen regional councils of bishops.

The strength of the Church in India, he said, lies in its laity, who are present in education, medicine, administration, law, business, science, the media and public life. 

His aim, he said, was to build a disciplined and service-oriented organisation that is present in the lives of ordinary Catholic families, not, he said, remain merely a structure of office-bearers.

Chinnappan was for two terms the AICU national vice president and had served the Union earlier as Secretary General. From the Archdiocese of Delhi, he is also a past president of the diocesan laity organisation Federation of Catholic Associations of the Archdiocese of Delhi. 

Among his stated priorities as AICU president  was wider participation by Catholics of all three rites in the Union's programmes, leadership and activities. The diversity of the Church's traditions, cultures and spiritual heritage, he said, must become a source of strength for the community.

Chinnappan said the empowerment of Dalits, the poor and the marginalised would be a major concern of his presidency. The Union's commitment, he said, was "to stand with them, listen to them and work for their dignity, justice and empowerment", rather than merely to speak on their behalf. He recalled that the AICU has impleaded in the Supreme Court proceedings on Scheduled Caste status for Christians of Scheduled Caste origin.

On women, he acknowledged that much more could be done to secure their participation in decision-making and leadership within the lay apostolate. The Union, he said, would encourage their involvement at every level of the organisation. For young Catholics he proposed work on skill development, entrepreneurship, career guidance, mentoring and leadership formation.

The purpose, he explained, was not simply to prepare young people for employment but to equip them to create opportunities and serve society. He urged Catholic youth to enter every legitimate sphere of public life and to rise, wherever possible, to positions of responsibility and leadership.

The AICU, he said, would continue its historic role of representing the concerns of Catholic citizens with sincerity and courage. Wherever the rights and dignity of people were threatened, it would raise its voice through constitutional, democratic and peaceful means. He cited the Union's relief work during natural calamities through Caritas India and its state units, its interfaith engagement, and its press statements countering communalism.

Referring to communal tensions that at times threaten social harmony, Chinnappan said the Union would engage with people of other faiths and work for fraternity and national unity. Christian witness, he said, had to be visible in the way Catholics respond to society and not only inside their churches.

He described the Union as a possible bridge between the hierarchy and a laity that lives its faith in workplaces, neighbourhoods, institutions and professions. 


The AICU, he said, wanted to listen to the bishops, the dioceses and the lay faithful, and to turn that listening into constructive action. 

He acknowledged that the mission would need the cooperation of clergy, religious and leaders at national, state and diocesan level.
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